South-South Knowledge Exchange on Planted Forests between Brazil, Ethiopia
and Mozambique

From February 23-28, 2015 representatives from government and private sector in Ethiopia and
Mozambique traveled to Brazil for a South-South knowledge exchange on sustainable forest plantations.
The study trip included meetings and learning sessions with government, private sector and research
institutions on how forest plantations can promote rural development and reduce pressure on native
forests. As part of World Bank forestry operations in Mozambique and Ethiopia (Forest Carbon
Partnership Facility Grant for REDD+ Readiness, Oromia Forested Landscape Project and Improve
Business Climate for Planted Forests), stakeholders in Ethiopia and Mozambique have demonstrated
interest in increasing their understanding of different aspects of planted forests.

The objectives of the study tour included:

e Increase participants’ knowledge on how re/afforestation activities and planted forests can
contribute to poverty reduction, focusing on smallholders in the timber supply chains,
organization of small producers to participate in plantations activities, extension and support
services and public-private partnerships;

e Increase awareness on the latest advances on silviculture and technologies on fast-growing
species with particular emphasis on applicability for smallholder forestry; environmental
sustainability in forest plantation, including relation between forest plantations and the
reduction of pressure over native forest;

e To enable participants to bring home skills and transferable knowledge on public policies and
incentives to foster forest plantations by the private sector (large, small, domestic and
international) that could be applied in their country contexts and used to formulate concrete
recommendations actions

e Provide participants with knowledge on tools to access to finance, smart subsidies and
innovative sources of financing for forest activities and how to create a positive investment
climate for forest activities and wood industry.

e To establish and strengthen lasting partnerships with Brazilian entities and agencies working in
the forestry sector that can sustain after the study tour



